The New York State Office for New Americans is a co-sponsor of the Community Conversations Toolkits on Immigration from the NY Council for the Humanities. The conversations allow New Yorkers to reflect on our shared immigrant history and discuss the ways that immigration continues to shape the experience of being an American in this day and age.

Organizations and community groups are encouraged to host "do-it-yourself" discussions to engage their constituencies and audiences. Anyone can register and download the toolkits for FREE from the NY Council for the Humanities. Tax exempt organizations in New York State are eligible to receive a $200 stipend for hosting a Community Conversation. To apply for this micro-grant opportunity, visit: http://www.nyhumanities.org/discussion_groups/community_conversations/apply.php
Please identify yourself as part of the New York State Office for New Americans network if you apply after having received this message.

We would suggest to interested parties to host these events in September 2013 to coincide with National Welcoming Week, a nationwide event that will highlight the contributions of immigrants to American communities.

Community Conversations have been developed for three distinct audiences: 

· Community Conversations for Kids gives upper elementary and middle school students the opportunity to engage in a meaningful discussion of a short reading in or out of the classroom. Choose between three picture books that tell the stories of young immigrants: One Green Apple by Eve Bunting, La Mariposa by Francisco Jiménez, or The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Palacco. (Preview toolkit here.) 

· Community Conversations for Young Adults engages middle school, high school or college students in a facilitated discussion of a short reading in or out of the classroom. The immigration toolkit features poems by Emma Lazarus and an anonymous Chinese immigrant, which show two different perspectives on the immigrant experience. (Preview toolkit here.) 

· Community Conversations brings together adult members of a group, organization or neighborhood to join in a facilitated discussion of a short reading. In this toolkit, President Lyndon B. Johnson invites us to consider how we become more than "a nation of strangers." From New Netherland to New York, immigrants from every part of the world have made their home in our state. Community Conversations invites New Yorkers to explore our shared history as immigrants and the descendants of immigrants, and to discuss the ways that immigration continues to shape the experience of being American today. Each conversation uses a short text as a starting point for discussions about cultural understanding and our roles as active citizens in a diverse and democratic society. (Preview toolkit here.) 

