
Many legal service providers offer excellent services to immigrants. 
Unfortunately, some individuals and businesses have neither the 
experience nor the authority to provide proper assistance. 
Victims may lose large sums of money and/or suffer serious harm 
to their immigration status, including facing deportation.

Some common scams:
• Charging excessive fees and then failing to fi le any documents;

•  Claiming immediate or special treatment from the US Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) or other government agencies;

•  Charging fees to prepare applications for programs that do not exist or for legitimate programs for 
which a client does not qualify.

Ways to avoid becoming a victim of a scam:
•  Be sure your immigration attorney is licensed to practice in at least one state or that your 

representative is authorized by the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA). You can determine whether 
an attorney is licensed in New York State at www.nysba.org. You can fi nd a list of duly authorized 
BIA representatives at http://www.justice.gov/eoir/statspub/raroster.htm;

•  Read and understand any applications being fi led for you and answer all questions truthfully;

• Do not sign any document that is blank or in a language that you do not understand;

•  Beware of anyone who advertises that he or she is a “Notario.” A “Notario” or “Notary Public” in the 
U.S. is not an attorney and is not authorized to give legal advice;

•  Beware of travel agencies or real estate offi ces offering immigration services;

•  Use money orders or checks to create a paper trail, and ask for receipts. Do not provide payments 
in cash, and be sure to name the service provider on all checks or money orders;

•  Locate legal providers through reputable sources such as: LawHelp.org (http://lawhelp.org/ny/); 
the New York Immigration Coalition (www.thenyic.org/fi nd-help or 212-627-2227); or the New York 
State Bar Association (www.nysba.org or 1-800-342-3661). 

Don’t be a victim of
immigration scams!

www.nysdeferredaction.ny.gov


